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OF THE LATE REV. JOHN CASPAR LAVATER., 
( Concluded from page 128.) 


UT ftill a larger field of ufeful activity was opened to Mr. 
Lavater, when he was chofen, in the year 1778, to be dea- 
con, or afliftant minifter, at the large parifh of St. Peter,in Zur- 
ich, which contained about 5000 people. Mott deeply impreil- 
ed with a fenfe of the infinite importance of this charge, and of 
his own infufficiency for the fame, he wrote the following effu- 
fions of his heart :— 
* Oh God, take away the veil from my eyes and from my 
heart! Darknefs is around me. Oh may 1 hear that word; 
«Let there be light !”? Oh thou, who alone knoweft me, how 
fhall I know thee ? How fhall I teach others to know thee ? Oh 
thou divine Omnipotence, draw near to help me in my extreme 
weaknefs ! Oh thou divine Love, unveil thyfelf to my waiting 
foul! I am thine: let me feel it, feel it anew, feel it continual- 
ly, that I belong to thee, in a much higher fenfe than to any 
one elfe. Have I not deferved the confidence of my congre- 
gation as yet? Oh let me deferve it in future by godly fimplici 
ty, and the moft faithful difcharge of my duty! Let a fenfe of 
thy prefence every where accompany me! Be near me when in ~ 
bufinefs or retirement, when at work or at reft ! Hide the days 
that are paft !—let the iniquities of my former life be banifhed 
from thy prefence! Hitherto, thou haft led’ me*with as much 
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wifdom as mercy ; and, I truft, thou wilt lead me to-day, to- 
morrow, and fo on, till my dear friends may be enabled to fay 
at my dying bed, ‘ He has overcome !’ 

Very few minifters can be found, who more conftantly and 
confcientioufly officiated, except a few weeks in fummer, when 
the delicate ftate of his health rendered it neceflary for him to 
take a little excurfion into the country. To the inftruétion of 
young people and the vifitation of the fick, he devoted a con- 
fiderable portion of his time. Under thefe circumftances, it is 
difficult to conceive how it was poflible for him to keep up the 
moft extenfive correfpondence, and to compofe fo many literary 
and religious works;:by which he obtained celebrity, even in 
foreign parts: but it muft be obferved, that his time was ex- 
ceeding precious to him; fo that he was continually employed, 
wifhing to redeem the very {malleft particle, and not to lofe a 
fingle moment. Even when at table, fome books or papers ufed 
to lie near him; and when taking a walk, which was his con- 
ftant practice every day, he was always feen reading or writing. 
In his fhort excurfions to the country, and even when he went 
to fee fome friends in town, his pockets were full of papers ; 
and he ufed to fit down at the very firft table, and continue his 
writing. He had, howéver, the happy talent to fuffer himéelf 
continually to be interrupted, and to keep up the moft cheerful 
converfation ; and yet, at the firft leifure. moment, he could 
take up his fubject, like one who had not experienced the leaft 
intérruption. In fummer, ftrangers crowded to fee him from 
every quarter. ‘Though there. was a confiderable number 
whofe only objet was to gaze at him; yet, on the other hand, 
* many vifitors afforded him no lefs pleafure than real inftru¢tion. 
Never, therefore, did he fuffer his patience to be exhaufted ; nor 
did he ever ceafe to treat ftrangers of every rank and defcrip- 
tion in the moft polite and refpectful manner. Scarcely any 
one ever faw him in an ill humour, even when he happened to 
be deeply depreffed ; he had fuch a command over himielf, 
that, fupprefling his grief, he could moft cheerfully receive 
and ufefully entertain vifiting friends or foreigners. 

At the end of the year 1786, he was unanimoufly chofen to 
the rectory of St. Peter’s Parifh, in Zurich. When he preach- 
ed the firlt time after his election, he thus addreffed his congre- 
gation :—I will not promife much. A man, out of the ful- 
nefs of his heart, may eafily promife too much. Who can be 
fafficiently cautious and circumfpe& in his promifes, more ef- 
pecially in thofe of fo important and folemn a nature ?—Where 
is the preacher who has not, in his firft fermon, promifed more 
than he could, in every refpect, fulfil? Inftead, therefore,, of 
promifing too much; let us rather encourage, ftir up, confirm, 
end pray foreach other.” . 2. 2 . e | ‘ 
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At the nuptials of his only fon, whom’ he had the fatisfattion 
to fee acquiring confiderable fkill as aphyfician, he addrefled 
the young couple in the following manner :——“ Believe me, chil- 
dren, I fpeak it deliberately and with full conviction, I have 
enjoyed many of the comforts of life, none of which I with to 
efteem lightly : often have I been charmed with the beauties of 
nature, and refrefhed with her bountiful gifts: I have fpent 
many an hour in fweet meditation, and in reading the moft val- 
uable productions of the wifeft men: I have often been delight- 
ed with the converfation of ingenious, fenfible, noble, and exalt- 
ed characters : my eyes have been powerfully attracted by the 
fineft productions of human art, and my ears by enchanting 
melodiés : I have found pleafure when calling into activity the 
powers of my own mind; when refiding in my own native 
country, or travelling through foreign parts; when furround- 
ed by large and {plendid companies,—ftill more, when moving in 
the fmalf endearing circle of my own family: yet, to fpeak the 
truth before God, whe is my Judge, I muft confefs, I know not 
any joy that is fo dear to me, that fo fully fatisfies the inmoft de- 
fires of my mind, that fo enlivens, refines, and elevates my whole 
nature, as that which I derive from religion, from faith in God, 
as one who not only is the Parent of men, but has condefcend- 
ed, as a brother, to clothe himfelf with our nature. Nothing 
affords me greater delight than a folid hope that I partake of his 
favours, and may rely on his never-failing fupport and protec- 
tion. 

“‘ And now, my dear children, may God be with you! May 
God unite and help you! May his approbation be infinitely 
more in your efteem than mine, or than that of the whole 
world !—My fon, may the God of thy father be thy God! He 
who has been fo often my hope, my refuge, and my confidence 
when I ftood on the brink of an abyfs, where I could not move 
one ftep forward ;—He who, in anfwer to my prayer, has help- 
ed me when every profpect of help had vanifhed ;—that God 
who has fafely conducted me, not merely through flowery paths, 
but likewife acrofs precipices and burning fands ;—May this 
God be thy God, thy refuge, thy comfort, as he has been 
mine! Let the world laugh me to fcorn, I rejoice in the God of 
my falvation: Let ignorance and infidelity mock, I enjoy that 
which the world cannot enjoy ;—TI receive that which infideli- 
ty will never receive! Ifay with St. Paul, “Is he the God of 
the Jews only, the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob‘only ?” 
By no means! Affuredly, he is my God alfo. I fay with Lu- 
ther, “ If I hava the faith of Abraham, I am Abraham !” 

Mr. Lavater was exceedingly grieved at the vain objections 
of late fo commonly made againit the infpiration of the Scrip- 
tures; and efpecially againft the perfon, the character, and the 
. work 
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work of our blefled -Lord.. Some: of the modern anti-Chrif- 
tian writers took. great, pains to draw him over to their party ; 
but all their united endeavours proved in, vain, he ftood firm 
likea rock ; neither flattering’ promifes, nor frowning threaten- 
ings could move him; and all his fermons, letters, and writ- 
ings may ferve as indifputable proofs, that, to the laft, he con- 
tinued to avow, in the moft epenand pofitive manner, his un- 
fhaken belief in Chrift, and his moft fincere and fervent attach- 
ment to the fyftem of the Bible. A few extracts from his writ- 
ings will fufficiently illuftrate this point : — 

“‘ Klopftock’s Meffiah,’’* fays he, in a letter to a friend, is 
my thane tg Though I cannot equally approve or relifh 
every part of this excellent poem, yet it is the only book which 
I can read repeatedly in connexion with the Bible: the Bible, 
I fay, which you feemingly forgot to mention ; for in whatever 
point of view 1 may confider myfelf, as a clergy man, as a 
Chriftian, or as a man, my Bible is ever to me a moft dear and 
precious book, which | can never fufficiently ftudy, for it is full 
of unfearchable riches. Read, I befeech you, my friend, this 
facred volume, as if you had never read it before. Read it 
without a cothmentary. Leave alone the obfcure paflages, 


| jut as you leave the clouds in the fky, or the mift on a moun- 


tain. Enjoy, that which is clear as the light ; and the thickeft 
milts will appear to you venerable. The firft book of Mofes, 
the Hiftory of Elijah and, Elitha, the firft chapters of Daniel, 

the Four Gofpels, and the Aéts of the Apoftles, are more ef- 
pecially my delight,—more valnahle than all the treafures. of 
the whole globe !” 

In another letter, dated Nov. 24, 1794, he thus declares fome 
of his religious principles to a friend, in contradiction to a re- 
port, that he had adopted the modern rational fyftem of divin- 
ity, so——O J affure you, in the moft folemn manner, that Lenter- 
tain, to this very moment, the fulleft conviction that the Bible 
contains a true record of the revelations of God. More efpec- 
ially, I believe in the fupreme divinity of Jefus of aay eth, 
Him I regard daily with renewed fatisfaction and joy, as the 
immediate object of our religious worfhip.:—Him_ I revere as 
the utmoft perfection which human nature can exhibit, and as 
the exprefs 1 image of the Godhead. I believe, with increafing 
intuitive knowledge, that no man can come unto the Father, 
but by, and through him. I believe, that through his perfon and 
mediation only, the human race can be conducted to its.proper 
defination, reftored to its original dignity, and attain to the 
complete parpote of eternal love. . It is he on whom Lam dai, 

t sMiy 


* Klopstock is, among the German poets, what Milton ts among the 
English. His most celebrated work 3 is entitled, “The Messish 
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ly more and more conftrained to place an entire dependence, 
As a mortal man, as a helplefs finner, as a philofopher, I ftand 
in need of him. ‘The more I examine all the different fyftems 
of philofophy, the more I am led to adore Jefus Chrift as my 
Lord and my God. Chrilt, or defpair, is my only alternative. 
His incarnation,—his fufferings, death, and refurrection,—his 
clofe affinity to mankind, ferve to difpel all my darknefs, to fup- 
ply all my defects.” 

At the commencement of the French revolution, Mr. Lava- 
ter, in common with multitudes, rejoiced at the pleafing prof- 
pect that the numerous abufes prevalent under the former gov- 
ernment, would have an end; that the rights of the people would 


be. more refpeéted, and genuine liberty eftablifhed :—but no. 
fooner did he obferve liberty degenerating into licentiouf-. 


nefs,—no fooner did an account of the revolutionary crimes 
and Jacobinical atrocities reach his ear, than he {poke moft loud- 
ly and decidedly againft this fhocking abufe of the greateft of 
all civil bleffings ; and more efpecially, he denounced it as the 
groffeft violation, both of divine and human laws, when the 
French polluted their hands with the blood of their late unhap- 
py monarch. 


_ When, in the year 1795, the firft revolutionary movements. 


appeared in the canton of Zurich, Mr. Lavater employed all 


the talents of his mind, and exerted all the powers of his elo- 


quence, to affuage the fury of an unruly paflion,—to advife 
the mildeft and moft conciliatory meafures on the part of the 


sErEromentnr 20s to exhort the people, in the moft impreflive, 


anguage, to the ftritteft obfervance of due refpec&t and obe- 
dience towards their lawful magiltrates. 

‘When the total fubverfion of the Swifs conftitution took 
place, in the year 1798; and foon afterwards that free and 
happy country, which, for centuries, had enjoyed the bleflings 
of peace, was involved in all the dreadful calamities of war,— 
Mr. Lavater’s charaéter fhone forth with peculiar luftre. 
Without attaching himfelf to any party whatever, his conftant 
aim appeared to be to leffen, as much as poflible, the fum of 
human mifery at this awful period ;—to promote, by all the 
means in his power, mutual union, concord, and peace ;—to 
prevent {till greater mifchief ;—to inftrué and comfort his pco- 


ple from the word of God ;—to imprefs their minds with the. 


neceflity of genuine repentance, of a firm and unfhaken belief in 
the gracious promifes of the gofpel, of fervent and unremitting 

prayer, and of a due improvement of their prefent afflictions. 
Meek and gentle as Mr. Lavater’s general difpofition was, he 
oppofed, with the boldnefs and fortitude of a lion, all the a&s 
of injuftice and cruelty which were committed, either by his 
revolutionary countrymen, or by the French invaders. Nobly dif 
regaicing 
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regarding all fear of man, and trufting in Divine proteétion, he 
addrefled a letter to Mr. Reubel, who was then Prefident of the 
French Directory, remonftrating, in the molt fpirited manner, 
againft the lawlefs vidlence and fhameful robberies perpetrated 
amongit a free, independent, and harmlefs people ; and it is re- 
markable, that Reubel dared not commit any perfonal violence 
againit Mr. Lavater ; but condefcended to fend him a long an- 
{wer, full of fophiftical arguments. 

Soon afterwards, when he had the mortification to fee that 
fome of the moft worthy inhabitants of Zurich were fuddenly 
carried: away from their families,-by order of the new Swifs gov- 
ernment, without any lawful occafion, he thought it neceflary to 
enter his folemn proteft againft fuch arbitrary and cruel pro- 
ceedings. This fo enraged his enemies, that they refolved upon 
his deportation likewife. 

Mr. JLavater was fo fully aware of this event, that fome time 
' before it took place, he prepared the following letter to his fam- 
ily and friends :—“ I expect fhortly to meet with the fame treat- 
ment which others, more worthy than myfelf, have experienced. 
A fyftem of terror once introduced, fpreads like a flame driven 
by the wind. Iexpect every thing; and being prepared for the 
wortt, fear nothing. That which is evil hall turn out for good ; 
and the worft for the beft. God will give me tranquillity and 
fortitude to bear every thing. I fhall fuffer innocently. Be 
fully affured, that whatever they bring againft me, they will 
beable to prove nothing. J expect, that I thall foon be private- 
ly arrefted. In this cafe, let me entreat you to remain as tran- 
quil as myfelf. God will not fuffer me to be deftroyed. I fhall 
not at leaft on this occafion, become the victim of defpotifm ; 
yea, I fully truft, my deportation fhall be rendered a bleffling to 
myfelf, to you, and to my native country! Let me, therefore, 
requeft you to attempt nothing for me, however natural or 
needful it°may appear to you. - God will foon help me, without 
any interference of yours. Only pray for me with compofure, 
affection, and fearlets confidence. Farewel. May the Lord 
be with us all!” (April 9, 1799.) 

What Mr. Lavater forefaw, ioon came to pafs. He was at 
Baden, for the benefit of his health, which had been much im- 
paired. He had fpent but a few days at that place before he 
was apprehended. On the morning of the 18th of May, he was 
torn from the arms of his afflicted wife, and carried, by an arm- 
ed force, to Bafil ; where he was detained as a prifoner, in the 
houfe of the Preteé&. In this diftrefling fituation he manifefted the 
mott manly and Chriftian character. His enemies accufed him of 
having betrayed the interefts of his country to the Ruflian govern- 
ment, for the fum of teol.; but, providentially, at the very 
time of his trial, a letter from Peterfburg arrived, which being 

; opened 
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epened by the Prefect, demonitrated, in the cleareft manner, 
that the fum in queftion was merely the price of fome paintings, 
which the Empreis had purchafed of Mr. Lavater : his enemies 
were thus conftrained to fet him at liberty. When he returned 
to Zurich, after a banifhment of three.months, he was received, 
as it were in triumph, not only by his friends, but by his fellow- 
citizens in general. 

Soon afterwards, however, a far greater calamity befel him, 
which ultimately proved fatal :—On the 26th of Sept. 1799, af- 
ter a molt bloody battle with the combined forces of Auttria 
and Ruffia, the victorious French army retook the city of Zu- 
rich. At this crifis, Mr. Lavater was humanely relieving fome 
poor neighbouring widows from the importunities of the French 
foldiery, whom he accommodated in his own houfe with meat 
and drink,—when one of thefe ungrateful wretches difcharged 
his gun at his benefaG@tor. The ball entered his body a little 
below his heart, and went out on the right fide. The blood 
rufhed out from each aperture. His wife, children, friends 
and neighbours furrounded him, terrified, lamenting, weeping, 
and loudly e.claiming againft the perpetrator of this atrocious 
deed ; but he was refigned; freely forgave his cruel enemy ; 
and, in the midft of excruciating pains, adored the chaftenin 
hand of his heavenly Father, whofe unchangeable love he ac- 
knowledged even in this painful difpenfation. His wound feem- 
ed to heal fooner than was at firft expected ; and, fome months 
afterwards, he had the fatisfaGtion to appear once more before 
his congregation, to whom he was attached in the moft affec- 
tionate manner. He chofe for his text, Pfalm lxxi. 7, 8. “I am 
as a wonder unto many ; but thou art my ftrong refuge. Let 
my mouth be filled with thy praife, and with iy amie’, all the 
day.” 

Towards the clofe of his difcourfe, he made the following ap- 
plication to himfelf: “ God has led me in the moft gracious 
manner ; his hand has been very confpicuous in all the events 
of my life. O God! where fhould I begin, were I to tell all 
the great and good things thou haft done forme! [had hard- 
ly entered upon my earthly courfe, when my life was defpaired 
of; but thou didft preferve it. Thou did admit me by bap- 
tifm to the privileges of the church of Chrift ; thou didft early 
implant in my heart a love of that which is good, and an abhor- 
rence of evil. Never was I deftitute of falutary inftruction, en- 
eouragement, and example. All the pleafant, and all the un- 
pleafant circumftances of my life, have had one common end,— 
to lead me te a conviction of my entire dependence on God ; 
to confirm my faith in Chrift, to render his gofpel of growing 
importance to me, and to fill me with an holy awe for every 
thing that relates to Jefus, Whether I regard friends or ene- 
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mies, a good report or bad report, comforts or afflictions, enjoy- 
‘ments or privations,—I cannot but every where difcern the 


wife over-ruling hand of my heavenly Father.—Three’ or four 
times he wonderfully preferved me in moft imminent danger’; 
and when I direct my thoughts only to the laft event, which fo 
long detained me from this facred place, I cannot but regard 
mytfelf as a monument of the {paring mercy of God. O! thou 
adorable Preferver of my life,—how near haft thou brought me 
to the very brink of the grave! But one ftep further, and I could 
no longer have praifed thee among my fellow-mortals. Thou 
art my hope.—It is no vain boaft, but a profitable truth, which 
may be ufefully applied, that though naturally I am one of the 
moft timid beings, yet my God has, by his parental guidance, 
filled me with unfhaken confidence. He has fo confirmed this 
by innumerable inftances of his admirable condefcenfion to my 
molt particular wants and my boldeft petitions,—efpecially dur- 
ing the prefent very remarkable year, that I cannot but repeat 


thefe words, Thou art my hope. My reafon muft fail me, if my 


confidence fhould.—My heart and my fpirit mutt entirely be 
changed, and I become another being, before'I could renounce 


my hope in God. - I never fuffered fo much as in the courfe of 


this year; but my confidence in God was never fo ftrongly 
confirmed. O thou moft worthy of confidence, whofe very 
marks of kindnefs I bear upon my breait, could [ but encour- 
age all who are weak, and fill their drooping {fpirits with new 
confidence! I cannot fay, in the fenfe of St. Paul, “I bear 
about the dying of the Lord Jefus ;”: but thus much I can fay, 
I bear the monuments of his divine compaflion and long-fuffer- 
ing upon this my breaft.” 

_ Mr. Lavater continued to preach about two months longer 5 
but was then obliged entirely to defilt. His active fpirit, how- 
ever, could not be unemployed ; but, inthe midft of the great- 
eft bodily pains, he continned to write and prepare works for 
the prefs ; for inftance, the Hiftory of his Deportation, in two 
octavo volumes ; a moft excellent Prayer Book ; and a fmall 
volume of letters, fuppofed to have been written by the Apof- 
tle St. Paul before and after his converfion. At the fame time 
he wrote feveral thoufand “ Farewel Lines,” to be diftributed 
among his friends after his death. He alfo took the molt ac- 
tive part in eftablifhing ‘a benevolent fociety for the relief of 
his numerous countrymen who had loft their all by the calami- 
ties of war. ae : 

No words can exprefs how greatly Mr. Lavater faffered dur- 
ing the laft fix months of his life. Not only his wounds left a 
very painful fenfation, but a moft violent cough, a fwimming 
in his*head, and a forenefs’ of his body, ccafioned by long 
confinement tq his bed; proved fo many additional afflictions. 

Here 
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Here religion alone fupported him; and here it was that his 
Chriftian patience, refignation, fortitude, and hope of a blef- 
fed immortality, fhone forth in the brighteft luftre. Even in 
the darkeft moments he was not feen defponding, nor cafting 
away his confidence ; but his fecret fighs afcended to a throne 
of grace; his Bible was the’ fweet companion of his reftlefs 
nights, when he often broke out in loud hallelujahs, and by his 
cheerfulnefs revived the drooping fpirits of his diftrefled fami- 
ly. He was very thankful for the leaft comfort adminiftered 
to him, and never ceafed molt fervently to pray for his mur- 
derer. He once faid toa friend,—*I do not with to know 
him who wounded me with the fatal ball ; but this I with to 
let him know, that I forgive him with all my heart; for, be- 
lieve me, I owe very much to thefe wounds, and to my pre- 
fent fevere pains.” He tenderly fympathized with all fel- 
low-fufferers upon a bed of ficknefs ;—and hearing of a pious 
woman, who, for fixteen years, continued under the afflicting 
hand of God, he addrefled fome lines of confolation to her.— 
Only a ‘week before his diffolution, when informed that his 
fifter-in-law was at the point of death, his love was fo fervent, 
that nothing could reitrain him from feeing her. Being brought 
in a chair to her houfe, he fat down at her bed-fide, and thus 
addreffed her :—“ Here we fit together,—both dying; but 
love never dies, nor the gratitude which I owe to you, my 
dear fifter. May God reward you for all the kindnefs you 
have fhewn me!” After fainting away for fome moments, he 
continued,—“*O! what joy muit there be in heaven, when 
they fee another weary traveller approaching the fhore! Re- 
joicing, they exclaim, “ Another is coming, who has fafely ef- 
caped the ftorms of yonder ‘mortal life—he is juft here— 
He exclaims, The land! the land!”—Exhaufted, and in 
agony, he then fuffered himfelf to be removed, addrefling his 
fitter thus :— May Jefus Chrift, whofe confolations are inex- 
hauftible, be with thee and with thy fpirit to redeem it!” On 
Chriftmas eve he faid to his wife and daughter,—“ My dears, 
do you know what burdens me moft at prefent ? My inability 
to meditate upon the greateft of all the wonders of grace,—the 
incarnation of Chrift.”—Yet even whilft flumbering, this great 
myftery of godlinefs fo enraptured his foul, that .he compojed a 
verfe in this ftate, with which he awoke,—but could only recol- 
le& a part of it : re 





‘* Jesus from heav’n descends, and brings 
«“ Complete redemption on-his wings ; 
| ** Unmingled grace his right hand bears ; 
* Life, at his glance, eternal springs, | 
** And ev’ry trace of mis’ry disappears+” 


Only two days before his death he diétated a thankfgiving-hymn, 
No. 5. Vol. ITI. x to 
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to be read to his congregation. It became now exceedingly 
difficult for him to fpeak ; but his laft expreflions were prayers 
and bleffings pronounced upon his family ; and after a moft fe- 
vere ftruggle, in which he. neverthelefs remained fenfible, and 
fteadfaftly looking up to the,Lord, he was delivered from the 
body of fin, and triumphantly entered the realms of endlefs blifs ! 
His mortal remains were committed to the grave amidit a vait 
concourfe of people of all ranks and defcriptions, and amidft the 
tears and lamentations not only of his family and fellow-citizens, 
but even of French officers and foldiers; and fome of his very 
enemies could not but bear teftimony at his grave, “ Truly a 
great and good man is buried here !” 











rere 2 


THE APOSTLE’S BENEVOLENCE, 
ROMANS IX. 





“ J SAY the truth in Chrift, I lie not, my confcience alfo bearing me 
witne[s in the Holy Ghoft, that I have great heavine/s and contin- 
ual forrow in my heart. For I could wifh that. myfelf were ac- 
curfed from Chrift, for my brethren, my kinfmen according to the 
fielo: who are Ifraclites ; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the fervice 
of God, and the promifis : whofe are the fathers, and of whom as 
concerning the flefb Chrift came, who is over all, God biefed for- 


ever. men. 


S all icripture is given by infpiration to inftrué& mankind, 
it is manifeftly our duty to afcertain, if poffible, the im- 
port of every paflage. With fuitable deference, then, to hu- 


“ man expofitors, and with unreferved confidence in Scripture, 


which correctly expounds itfelf, let us attempt an expofition of 
the cardinal paflage of the apoftle. 

I. We thall carefully examine the opinions of thofe who dif- 
card the literal conftruction of the text: and 

II. Shall attempt to fupport the literal confruction on the 
principle, that no other comports and harmonizes with the 
fublimity of infpiration. 

1. We fhall examine the opinions of expofitors who difcard 
the literal conftruction of the paflage. On this head we need 
not fpend much time ; becaufe every expofitor, who denies that 
Paul was willing to fubmit to eternal death for the fake of the 
falvation of the Jews, alfo holds that the facrifice he contem- 
plated was temporary only in diftin@tion from one of an endlefs 
duration. The controverfy relative to the import of the text is 

between 
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between the popular teachers who deny that the apoftle was 
willing to fuffer any evil after death, and the unpopular teach- 
ers who hold that he was willing to fuffer eternally, if he might 
be the means of faving the Jews from the curfe. 

To fpecify a little; fome writers fuppofe euchomeen, tranf- 
lated, “I could with,” ought to be rendered, “ For I did 
wifh,” in the paft tenfe. That is, before my converfion, I with- 
ed to be feparated from Chrift. But this plea will not avail. 
For the great matters of language tell us that it was cuftoma- 
ry for the Greeks to ufe the paft time of the verb for the pref- 
ent to prevent harfhnefs of found. Inftances of this nature 
are repeated in the New Teftament. Agrippa fays to Feflus, 
Aéts xxiii. 22, “I myfelf alfo {eboulomeen, palt time, for ebou- 
loimeen, prefent time) would hear the man.” See alfo 2 Cor. xi. 1. 
« Would to God (ophelon, paft time, for opheloimeen, prefent time) 
ye would bear with me alittle.” 

Others fuppofe the apoftle only meant that he was willing to 
be excommunicated from the church, and to fee his name eraf- 
ed from the public regifter of the faints. 

Other learned men fuppofe the apoflle meant thus: “I 
could with if poffible to be crucified after the *manner of Chrift 
to fave my Jewifh brethren.” But as the apoftle did not with 
to be invelted with Chrift’s dignity to help the Jews, and as 30 
years of man’s fufferings to fave millions forever amounts to 
no more than national partiality, this fond opinion cannot ob- 
tain. It muft be relinquifhed. 

Thefe are the leading opinions of expofitors who difcard the 
literal conftruction. But as hinted before, what is the chaff to 
the wheat? What are the opinions of thoufands, however ex- 
preffed, which deny that the apoftle was willing to fuffer more 
than a temporary difadvantage ? For the temporary {facrifice 
propofed by any of thefe expofitors is infinitely inferior to the 
object folemnly contemplated. All expofitors of this complex- 
ion, inftead of clothing the apoftle with the honour of genius, 
with the dignity of infpiration and the excellency of impartial 
religion, confider him but a weak, uninformed and partial man. 
His folemn preface ; “ I fay the truth in Chrift, I lie not; my 
confcience bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghoft ;” was never, 
we prefume, dictated by the Divine Spirit to utter in the con- 
nexion, the fentiment of either of the anterior expofitions. 
The apoftle was a man of abilities, a man of infpiration and of 
godlinefs ; and we cannot with fafety confider him a fimple- 
ton. He never faid, “1 could wifh myfelf were accurfed from 
Chrift,”’ while making the moft folemn appeal to cenfcience and 
the Holy Gholt, to inform us that he was willing only to make 

a temporary 


_* The learned will note that the preposition apo almost universally 
signifies from, and seldom differently, 
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a temporary facrifice for the falvation of millions. Surely the 
apoftle was more excellent than Socrates or any other heathen 
patriot. Let us then 

If. Attempt a demonftration, that the apoftle was willing, 
for the fake of the falvation of millions, and the honour of 
God, to facrifice his eternal intereft. 

To premife a few things worthy of notice. The learned 
Simpfon in his laboured Lexicon of the New Teftament, in- 
forms us, that * anatheema fignifieth a perpetual feparation from 
Chrift,” when ufed as in the connexion before us. The apoftle 
fapports this definition where he fays ; ** If any man love not 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be anatheema, that is, let him be 
curfed.”” ‘To the fame purpoie, he fays to the Galatians : = if 
any man preach any other gofpel unto you, let him be accuri- 
ed.” Peter alfo, who knew the import of the word, anathematiz- 
es himfelf on the principle, that he was acquainted with Chritt, 
when he was charged with being one of his difciples. 

Having afcertained the fcriptural import of the words and 
phrafes, which compofe the text, to convince the labouring 
mind that we are not attempting to eftablifh a fentiment which 
all wife and good men have exploded, we beg leave to remark, 
that fome of the molt judicious and devout divines have adopt- 
ed and efpoufed it. But inftead of citing Dr. Reynolds and a 
famous liit of others, we will only infert the words of Calvin. 
In the 3d book of Inftitutes, zoth chapter and 35th feétion, he 
fays, while attending to the Lord’s prayer: “ And when we 
pray that the name of God be hallowed, becaufe God will prove 
whether he be loved and honoured freely, or for hope of reward, we 
mi:ft think nothing of our own interefl ; but his glory muft be fet be- 
fore a” with ) fixed eyes ; as it is feen in the example of Mofes and 
Paul, to whom it was not grievous to turn away their eyes from 
themjeives, and with wilcount and inflamed defire to wif their own 
dejirudlion, if, though it were with their own lofs, they might advance 
the glury and kingdom of God.” But to return to the object : 

1. Is not man obliged by the divine law, which is the ftand- 
ard of moral reétitude, to love objects equally valuable with 
the love of equality ? None will deny it. Since, then, two fouls 
are more valuable than one, and athouiand more valuable than 
a hundred, hall he not feel willing to make an anfwerable fa- 
erifice for them? On fuppofition, that by making a facrifice of 
his own eternal intereft, he can fecure the eternal intereit of 
muons, fhall he not make it? The confeq: vence is as valid as 
the premifes; and we muft either prove, in the face of the di- 
viuae comamand, that we ought not to love "millions of fouls fo 
miicn 2s we love one foul only, or admit the confeq uence. If 

it ¢ al be ; proved, that a dollar is more valuable hig a cent, 


or that a million of iouls are more valuable than one, the point 
is Cali ined: 
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z. That the apoftle was willing to facrifice his eternal inter- 
eft for the fake of the falvation of the Jews, is manifeft, be- 
caufe, as the cafe was put, the glory of God was connected 
with the object of his fupreme defire. Accordingly he fays, 
“ I could with myfelf were accurfed for my brethren, to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the promifes,” &c. The queftion is then fimply this, whether 
the apoftle ought to prefer his own eternal intereft to the glory 
of the eternal God ? The anfwer is eafy. For there is an in- 
finite difparity between the objects. He who does not prize 
the glory of God above his own perfonal intereft cannot be a 
Chriftian. For if loving or prizing objects according to their 
real value does not contin religion, we cannot afcertain the 
nature of it. 

3- Itis evident, that Paul was willing, as the cafe was ftated, 
to facrifice his eternal intereft for the fake of millions, becaufe 
he was the fubject of Chrift’s Spirit. As it was the glory of 
God in the falvation of fouls which induced Chrift to bear the 
curfe ; fo the Spirit of Chrift in his children or members will in- 
duce them, on fuppofition it can be effected, to make any per- 
fonal facrifice for the fake of the general good. That this 
conclufion is valid, we appeal to the exhortation of the apoftle 
when he fays, “ Let this mind be in you, which was alfo in 
Chrift Jefus, who fubmitted to the crofs.” 

Surely, if it was wife for Chrift to fubmit to the curfe or to 
its equivalent for the fake of the divine glory, the fubjects of 
his Spirit or benevolence in cafe of neceflity will not refufe to 
make apy perfonal facrifice which can be named. The Chrif- 
tian is always ready to part with his perfonal intereft for an an- 
fwerable objeét. Tor he lives to do good, and to do the great- 
eft good. But, 

4. The approved exercifes of a good man, while he confid- 
ers himfelf a reprobate, prove the poffibility of making a fa- 
crifice of eternal intereft for the fake of the falvation of others 
and the glory of God. For while a good man does not cherifh 
the molt diftant hope, or indulge a thought that he is a Chrif- 
tian, and really expects to be deftroyed, his confolation is this, 
that in confequence of the deftruétion of fome men, God will 
advance his glory in the falvation of others. ‘There is noth- 
ing, he fays, for me but the curfe; but it is matter of joy, that 
God will be glorified by the falvation of many others. 
Though I am finking into the eternal pic, I do rejoice and will 
rejoice, that others are rifing into eternal life, and will forever 
be the fubje&s of increafing delight.” For the truth of this 
reafoning, [ appeal to the experience and teftimony of conge- 
nial fouls in defpairing circumftances. The doétrine will be 
difapproved by the felfifh, carnal heart; but not by good peo- 
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ple who are properly informed and divefted of prejudice. On 
the principle here advocated only, can the doétrine of eleétion, 
ns handled in the ninth of Romans, be confiftently approved. 
Has not God provided the prifon of endlefs defpair to increafe 
the glory of the heavenly manfions ? And fince all men deferve 
God’s wrath for their fins, who fhall di@ate to the Almighty 
relative io the elect or the non-elec&t? Has not God a right to 
do what he will with his own? Shall our eye be evil becanfe 
God is good? But, 

5- That Chriftians are conditionally willing to facrifice their 
perfonal intereft for the fake of millions, is evident from the 
happinels of God’s friends at the great day. For if faints will 
be mere montters, to rejoice in their own happinefs without 
any regard to the fouls of iinners ; and if the faints will re- 
joice, not merely becaufe they are happy and finners mifera- 
ble, it follows, that if the greateft happinefs of the univerfe re- 
quired it, the faints would readily fubmit to an exchange of 
conditions with reprobates. Why, fays the faint at the great 
day, am I in the bofom of the Saviour and my companion or 
child in defpair? Surely, becaufe the higheft enjoyment of 
heaven requires it; and if the highelt happinefs of heaven re- 
quired a reverfion of conditions, I would fubmit to their evil, 
and gratefully furrender to them my enjoyment. 

It is not poflible to account for the fublime delight. of hea- 
yen, which is in the open view of the exquifite mifery of hell, 
except on the principle that impartial love contemplates the 
neceflity of the contraft between the two flates to promote the 
higheft happinefs of the univerfe. Thofe, therefore, who im- 
partially contemplate the neceflity of the contraft between good 
and evil, happinefs and mifery, are conditionally willing to be 
ufed as veffels of difhonour. They do not rejoice merely be- 
caufe they are happy and others are miferable ; but becaufe the 
greateft happinefs is enjoyed; and if the greateft happi- 
nefs could not be enjoyed except by a reverfion of condi- 
tions, they would fubmiffively fay, Amen. For the fouls of 
the non-eleét are as valuable as the fouls of the elect. 

To conclude: for thefe and fimilar reafons we account for 
the anoftle’s moft fublime with or conditional facrifice. 
But afide from confiderations of this nature, we cannot account 
for it. In this attitude the apoftle appears like the man of 
wifdom and infpiration ; but on any diverfe principle of con- 
fructing the pafflage, we diveft him of the glory of his charac- 
ter. His conditional facrifice comprizes vaftly more than a 
temporary difadvantage. He loved all the fouls of the Jewith 
nation more than he did his own foul; and was conditionally 
yeady to devote himfelf to prevent their deftruaion. He prac- 
tifed as well as taught difinterefted love: and has left the beft 


ef examples. To imitate him is fafe; for he imitated Chritt. 
OBJECTIONS. 
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OBJECTIONS. 


1. The facrifice is extravagant and cannot be conditionally 
sontemplated by the moft extenfive benevolence. 

Anfwer. This is bold affertion and not argument. For it 
has, we prefume, been proved that the law of tove refpects the 
eternal ttate of millions, as well as the perional intereit of an 
individual ; and till it be proved that A, ought not to love the 
fouls of millions, nor the glory of God, fo much as his own, 
the objection cannot obtain. 

2. We have no warrant to make the fuppofition relative to 
Paul, becaute he knew it was impoflible for him to be feparat- 
ed from Chrilt. | | 

Anfwer. We only take up the matter where it is left by in- 
{piration. ‘The apoltle fays, “For I could wifh myfelf were 
accurfed from Chrift.” It is a hypothetical cafe. He does 
not fay, that all things confidered, he expected to be feparated 
from Chrilt, or intended it: but he fays, “ I could with,” that 
is, if it were poflible for me to be the inftrument of faving the 
nation from dettruction, which muft otherwile be lott, by facri- 
ficing mytfelf, I prefer it before my own falvation. We reafon 
as pertinently and fafely on fuppofition as on facts ; and it is 
folly to difcard fuppofitions : for Chriit himfelf, while know- 
ing that he could not efcape the cup, yet faid, “ Father, if it be 
potlible, let this cup pais from me.” 

3. It isimpoflible for any one, on confiftent principles, to be 
willing to fin and become Chriit’s enemy; but according to 
the fuppofition contended for, Paul was willing for both. 

Anjwer. The holy apoftle never chofe fin and feparation 
from Chrift for the fake of the objects themlelves, any 
more than Chrilt chofe the pain of the crofs and the fin of oth- 
ers connected with it. It is impoffible to choofe either natural 
or moral evil, except as wifely regulated occafions of natural 
and moral utility. But let the bold and inconfiderate objector re- 
member, that Paul as confiftently made that conditional wifh 
with all the evil confequences before him, infeparable from it, 
as any good man now defires length of days. For when good 
men pray for the continuation of life, they know that they will 
fin much if their prayer be anfwered. But to meet the objec- 
tion in its moft {pecious attitude : It is as proper and confilt- 
ent for good men now to fubmit to future evil, confidered as 
the occafion of good, as it is now to be thankful for the cruci- 
fixion of Chrift, which has been overruled for the glory of God 
in Zion’s profperity. He who can gratefully review his fin, as 
the occafion of good, can alfo fubmiflively anticipate it on the 
fame principle; and he will, both in the cafe of refleGion and 
énticipation, confider it as wholly hoftile ia its nature to the hon- 
our 
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our of God, and made the occafion of good by his almighty 
agency and control. _ 

Finally, the objector pleads, that it is abfurd to talk of difin- 
terefted religion, and the perfonal intereft ought never to be 
fubjected to any other intereft. He pleads, that fupreme love 
to one’s felf is the firft law of nature, and the moft noble ex- 
ercife of which man or angel is capable. 

To this undifguifed, fummary objection, I have only to re- 
ply, that if felf-love is the fum and parent of virtue, we cannot 
account for the tenor of the divine command. For inftead 
of faying, “Thou fhalt love thyfelf with all thy heart, 
and thy God and thy neighbour in proportion to perfon- 
al benefits, which they afford thee ;’? the command cannot be 
obeyed, except with difinterefted affection. For the apoftle 
informs us, while expounding the law, that the love or the 
charity which fulfils the law “ feeketh not her own,” or is dif- 
interefted. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. If we have given a jult view of Paul’s religion, is it nota 
fact that many of the teachers and profeffors of Chriftianity do 
not entertain correct fentiments relative to its fublimity ? For 
all the flattering things advanced in favour of felf-love, by 
theorifts who difcard the doétrine of difinterefted affection, fall 
infinitely fhort of the dignity of the gofpel. That impartial 
love only, which harmonizes with the impartial Redeemer, who 
came not to feek his own, will bear the teft of the great day. 
The religion of felf-love is of the world and pleafes the world ; 
and is in no degree or modification of it related to the impartial 
wildom which is from heaven. 

2. Is not the miftake, which is committed relative to felf- 
love, the fource of the numerous theories of theology which are 
fo hoftile to the fpirit of the gofpel, and fo dangerous to the 
fouls of men? For between felf-love and difinterelted love there 
is no moral medium. _ Self-love muft be put on the back 
ground. , 

3. How incorreé& and pitiable the opinion of our oppofers, 
that impartial, difinterefted affection is deftitute of the beft ob- 
ject. For the Chriitian actually eftimates all objects, not ex- 
cepting his own foul, according to their intrinfic value. He ts 


impartial and qualified for heaven. 
CALVINUS. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


° The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; whe 


can know it 2”? 


No. III. 
( Continued from p. 154.) 


‘HE hearts of men are deceitful with relation to each oth- 

er. This fubjeét we have endeavoured to illuftrate. 

Their hearts are alfo deceitful with relation to themfelves. 

Wicked men, in a ftate of ftupidity, know not the fituation of 

their hearts. The ideas which they form of the moral charac- 

ter of God, through the deceitfulnefs of their hearts, are ex- 

ceedingly erroneous. This imaginary charaéter they may 

love; but the true charaéter of God they oppofe and hate; 

and yet are ignorant that this is the cafe. On this fubject we 
have remarked. 

The object of the following number is to fhew that uncon- 
vinced finners deceive themfelves with refpect to the fituation of 
their hearts in relation to their fellow-men. Sinners of this de- 
{cription appear to believe, and no doubt do believe, that they 
poffefs benevolent and friendly feelings towards their fellow- 
creatures ; that they wifh them well with refpect to body and 
foul, ttme and eternity, and that they are willing and difpofed 
to promote their beft intereft and higheft welfare. We love 
our children, our near connexions and friends, and our fellow- 
men generally. We habitually wifh no one of the human race 
any ill; but are defirous that all our fellowscreatures might be 
in health and profper, and efpecially that their fouls might prof- 
per. And when their children are brought down on a bed of 
ficknefs and death, how ftrong a defire do wicked parents fome- 
times feem to feel, that they might die the death of the right» 
eous, and that their laft end might be like #heirs. Is not this the 
belief and language of wicked men, of mankind in general ? 
Charge them with being unfriendly and habitually oppofed to 
the real and higheft intereft of their fellow-men, and efpecially of 
hear connexions, even of the children of their own bowels ; and 
will they not in general indignantly reply with Hazael, “ Is thy 
fervant a dog, that he fhould do this great thing?’ But their 
indignation cannot be greater than their felf-deception. 

It wicked men poffefs benevolent and friendly affections to- 
wards their fellow-creatures, in what way do they difcover their 
benevolence ? By imiting “ their fellow fervants” when under 
provocation, with the fift of wickednefs ! By {fmiting them with 


the tongue of reproach and flander and reviling! By defraude 
No. 5. Vol, III. XY ing 
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ing and over reaching them in traffic! By exhibiting to their 
view examples of levity, mirth and diflipation ; of corrupting 
and obfcene converfation, idle talking and jefting, and of pro- 
fane curfing and {wearing ? By exhibiting to their view, exam- 
ples of intemperance, incontinency jand riot? If wicked men 
poflefled benevolent feeling’s towards their fellow-creatures, 
would they thus manifeft them! Would they be willing by 
fuch practices to tempt them into the paths of the deftroyer! 
Have thefe, and fuch like practices, any tendency to do their 
fellow-creatures good, either as to body or foul? Can fuch 
practices be indicative of true benevolence, of good will to 
men? 

Were wicked men the objects of benevolence to each other ; 
were they truly defirous of promoting each other’s happinefs, 
and the happinefs of their fellow-men, generally, would they 
not make it their ferious concern and endeavour, mutually to 
recommend to each other, and to all within the fphere of their 
influence, the care of their precious and immortal fouls as the 
one thing needful? Would they not exert themfelves to dif- 
cguntenance vice and immorality of all kinds by precept and 
example? Would they not fpeak often one to another on things 
divine and everlafting, and exhort one another while it is called 
to-day, left they fhould be hardened through the deceitfulnels 
of fin? Would they not pray, and with much fervency, for 
the fpiritual and everlafting well being of their families, friends, 
neighbours, and for all their fellew-men, fo far as might be con- 
fiftent with the defigns of infinite wifdom? Would it not 
grieve them to the heart to notice that any, who had been ap- 
parently attentive to the great concerns of their fouls, relapfe 
into a ftate of indifference and ftupidity ; or that any, who had 
apparently begun in the fpirit, were ending in the flefh? If 
wicked men poffeffed truce benevolence or wifhed well to the 
fouls of their fellow-men, would not fuch events greatly dif- 
trefs them? 

Thefe queries are not lefs important and interefting than they 
are plain and intelligible. Nor can the proper anfwers to them 
be doubtful. They certainly cannot be fuch as to countenance 
the idea, that wicked men are poffefled of benevolent affections, 
or are defirous of promoting the beft intereft of their fellow-be- 
ings. 

as it the defire and prayer of wicked men or impenitent fin- 
ners for their fellow-creatures, even for their own children, that 
they might be faved ? The very reverfe of this is the truth. It 
may indeed be true that they défire their children might efcape 
mifery, and obtain happinefs after death ; but that they might 
go to heaven when they die, be forever with the Lord, and en- 
gaged in the employments of the redeemed, they wi ne 
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defire. How would their children there be employed ? In fing- 
ing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb. They would render 

raifes to God and the Redeemer forever and ever for the de- 
{truétion of all the finally impenitent, and for the deftruction of 
their parents in particular, fhould they die in their fins. While 
the imoke of their torments was afcending from the bottom- 
lefs pit, their children, fhould they be admitted into heaven, 
would fhout amen, alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth ! Now would wicked men, in the regions of dai knefs, 
be gratified at feeing their children thus employed, thus glori- 
fying God and the Saviour ? How then can they be defirous 
that their children fhould be-faved? Is not the temper of their 
minds the fame now; it will be in hell, fhould that doleful fate 
be their future portion ? 

Wicked men have no true defire of heart to glorify and 
praife God and the Saviour themfelves. Such a defire would 
make them good men, or real faints. How then can it be true, 
that they are defirous that others, even the children of their 
own bowels, fhould be engaged in that fervice? Were it not 
that their hearts are deceitful above all things, they would 
know, they would fée/ that they are wholly deftitute of fuch de- 
fire, SILAS. 

s To be continued. ) 











LETTER TO ONE OF THE EDITORS. 


— 


SULLIVAN, dug. 16, 1805. 
Dear Sr, 


if LEFT home for this eaftern route 4 weeks ago to-day. 
The firft Sabbath I fpent in Belgrade, on the welt fide of 
Kennebeck river, where there has been but little miffionary 
labour. There are 148 families in the town; 10 are Calvi- 
niftic Baptifts, 13 are Quakers, and 20 are Freewill Baptifts. 
There are a few Congregational profeffors, and numbers that 
favour that intereft. The moft preaching that they have had 
has been from the Freewill Baptifts. There was a meeting of 
that kind in another part of the town the fame day I preached 
there. There was'a general collection of the people when I 
preached, and they were very attentive. Numbers exprefled 
their thanks for miffionary aid, and wifhed 1 would vifit them 
again. The week following I preached in Waterville, Fairfax, 
Unity and Bridgeftown ; fpent the Sabbath in Fairfax. Met 
the Rev. Mr, M‘Lean, who is on a miflion, and co-operated 


with 
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with him in attending a fome cafes of difcipline in the little 
churches in Fairfax apd Unity. By information from Mr. 


_ M‘Lean of the ftate of things at Keratunk, concluded, with 


him, that it would be duty fer us to go and make trial to col- 
le&t a church there; which was attended to on the Tuefday 
and Wednefday following. Seven perfons, giving good evi- 
dence of a faving change of heart, covenanted together, and 
were by us declared a Congregational church of Chrift. That 
week I preached at Keratunk, Spaldentown, No. 4 and No. 3 
of the 5th range of townfhips between Kennebeck and Penob- 
fcot rivers. Spent the Sabbath in No. 3, or Lincolntown. 
There are 17 families in that town; 10 in No. 4, or Elkinf- 
town, and 7 in No. 2, or Charleftown. Several from No. 2 
and No. 4 attended at No. 3 on the Sabbath. They were quite 
attentive.’ I found a few profeflors in that vicinity, who ap- 
peared like real Chriftians, and were very glad to hear the 
word, and longed to be vifited again. I diftributed a few 
tracts among the people there. The week following I preach- 
ed in Ohio fettlement, or No. 3 of the 3d range, at Bangor, 
Hampden, and Frankfort, wn fpent the Sabbath, 4th ult. in 
Hampden. It being rainy, there was not a large aflembly. 
A Mr. Piper has been preaching in Hampden, Bangor and 
Orington feveral Sabbaths palt. The laft week, preached at 
Orington, (Buckfton and Bluehill as I paffed along) Union riv- 
er, Trenton, and Taunton Bay ; fpent laft Sabbath at Taunton 
Bay ; a general attention, and a folemn affembly. Laft Monday 
I went through the woods, with but little road, 15 miles, to a 
fettlement of 12 families on Union river, nearly 20 miles above 
the head of the tide ; got the moft of them together, and gave 
them the firft fermon that they ever had fince the fettlement be- 


‘gan, which is about four years. They were very attentive, 


and wifhed me to call and fee them again. I could not find 
one profeflor among them. Tuefday returned and preached 
at Taunton Bay, and Sullivan on Wednefday and Thurfday. 
The people at Taunton Bay and the vicinity are the molt 
ready to attend leétures of any place I have vifited, where 
there is apparently fo little religion. I could not help hoping 
that fome good would be done; numbers were very much af- 
fected under the word. I calculate to preach next Sabbath at 
Narraguagus, and the Sabbath after at Eaftport. 
From your unworthy friend, 


JOTHAM SEWALL. 
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HEN’I was eight or nine years old, J have gone to 
bed many a night, and cried myfelf to fleep, becaute 
my mother told me there was a dreadful hell, and I was afraid 
of going there. But this foon wore off; as 1 grew older, I 
thought I fhould be faved fome way or other, though | could 
not tell how. When Il was about 23 years old, my attention 
was called up by a remarkable dream, in which I thought the 
world was come to anend. I looked round and faw a cloud 
in the eaft, with the crofs that Chrift was crucified on, in the 
cloud. It rofe up very faft, till it came over where | was, and 
then defcended to the earth before me. I faw a great multi- 
tude of people gathering round it. I thought that every one 
that could touch the crofs would be faved. I tried very hard 
myfelf ; at laft, through much difficulty, I was enabled to 
touch it. This I thought mych about. Soon after this | 
eard a fermon from theie words, “ Behold, I ftand at the door 
and knock ; if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will fup with him, and he with me.” I 
felt very much affected while hearing the fermon, but it foon 
wore off. 3 | 
Some time after this, I went to hear a Free-will Baptift 
preach. I was very much taken with his doétrine, which run 
thus; “ Chrift has done all for us that he ever will do, and 
now it depends on our own free-will to work out our falva- 
tion, by accepting, and being faithful.”” I was much pleafed 
with this—went to work, and refted on this ground for falva- 
tion about 12 months. After this, I came acrofs a book, en- 
titled the Sincere Convert. This book fet forth the miferable 
condition that we are all in by nature, and what we muft be 
made by grace, before we can enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, and that all our feigned religious fervices, without grace 
in the heart, was nothing but fin, in the fight of a holy God. 
This greatly fhook my foundation, and led me to fearch the 
{criptures. I found many things there, that were too hard for 
me. I was ready to think it could not be fo. I thought that 
God would be unjuft to caft me off, and take no notice of all 
my good fervices. I was very much perplexed in my mind 
about fuch things, and betook myfelf to reading the Bible more 
carefully ; and to praying in fecret more conftantly and ear- 
neftly. At laft I was convinced, that thefe things mutt be fo. 
I then began to feel that I never did any thing but fin 
againit God. I concluded hell muft be my portion; but my 
heart rofe up againft God, becaufe he had the power in his own 
hands. I was fo exceedingly afraid of hell, that I have often 
‘ : | fiarted 
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farted afide to get out of the way; for it feemed as if it was 
all open, juft by my fide. In this fituation I continued about 
2 months. Then I was brought to fee that all God’s dealings 
were right ; and that my free-will was free to do nothing but 
ferve the devil. In this condition | tried to pray, but every 
thing was againft me. I could fee the jultice of God in my 
condemnation, but not feelingly. In this condition I continued 
fome time. I felt as if I wanted to do fomething ; but found 
I could do nothing. I wanted to have faith, but found by the Bi- 
ble, that faith was God’s to difpofe of. My perplexed-mind was 
diftrefled to a very great degree. I was ready to fay, “O 
wretched man that I ath, who fhall deliver me!” I faw clear- 


~ ly, that God was able to deliver me ;.and I tried to pray to 


him for deliverance ; but did not know as he would ever hear 
me. One morning as I was going to my work, feeling very 
heavy hearted, all at once I had fuch glorious difcoveries of 
God, and the way of falvation by Chrift, that I could not ftand 
upon my feet. I felt as if I was freed from the power of fin. 
I could not forbear praifing God for what I thought he had 
done for my foul. I thought I never fhould fin againft him 
any more. I remained very joyful for about 2 days, and then 
began to difcover that I had a finful heart ; which I never faw 
before to fuch a degree. Then I began to tremble, for fear I 
had been relting upon a falfe foundation. I thought it could 
not be confiftent with the temper of a Chriftian, to have fuch a 
heart as had. This was a great trial to me. I was afraid I 
had no faith ; and without faith, I read in my Bible, it was 
impoflible to pleafe God. In this fituation I continued about 
4 months. After that I was ftill more diftrefled. I often tri- 
ed to pray for an heart to pray for faith ; I Rruggled with my 
difficulties in vain; I was in a very needy condition, but could 
not help myfelf, and had no heart to plead and prevail with 
God for help. Sinking under my burden as infupportable, I 
groaned out my complaint in the bitternefs of my foul, in thefe 
words, * O wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver me 
from the body of this death !”” Soon after, thefe words came 
to my mind, ** Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give youreft.” I cried out, “* Lord, help me 
to come and give myfelf ap to thee.” I then felt my heart go 
out after God, as my only portion; my foul was fet at liber- 
ty ; the clouds of darknefs were difpelled ; the light of God’s 
countenance fhined npon me; Ccivine things appeared a bleffed 
reality ; I felt fuch calmnefs and ferenity of mind that I can- 
not exprefs. This fweet peace abode with me for fome time. 
Sometimes things appeared with greater clearnefs than they 
did at other times. One evening as I was walking fome dil- 
tance from home, I had fuch a deep fenfe of the goodne’s of 
0 
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God to a perifhing world imprefled upon my mind, that I was 
fo loft in the contemplation, that I went about half a mile in 
fuch a deep ftudy that I had no recollection of the way, and 
when I came te myfelf, I was fitting upon the fnow by the 
fide of the road. I enjoyed myielf very well for feveral 
months. Every thing I fet my eyes upon feemed to be praif- 
ing God. In this time I heard of the death of a brother, but 
it feemed fo right that I could not fhed a tear. I felt afraid 
that I fhould be thought a ftupid, unfeeling creature. About 
this time I felt defirous of making a public profeflion of relig- 
ion. But upon my mentioning it to a certain perfon, he dif- 
couraged me, and faid, “ Stand ftill, and fee the falvation of 
the Lord ;” and intimated, that I might fee otherways hereaf- 
ter, or might fee it duty to join fome other denomination. 
Upon this I gave up the idea. From this time I began to lofe 
ground. The Lord was pleafed to hide his face from me for 
wife and holy ends, and Jeave me in darknefs. 1 ftrayed at an 
awful diftance from God, and continued in a backfliden fitua- 
tion for more than 4 years. Although I did not wholly lay 
afide the forms of prayer, yet God knows that I had but very lit- 
tle of the /pirit of prayer during thistime. I have reafon to la- 
ment and blufh for my folly. After this I was led to confider 
what things I had feen in times paft, and what a condition | 
was now in. I was afraid that I had entirely ruined myfelf. 
I could now fee nothing but eternal punifhment before me. I 
thought at firft | would fay nothing about it to any body, but 
would go to work and get what I could for the fuppert of 
my family (for I wanted them to be comfortable, let what 
would become of me.) I continued to abide by this refolu- 
tion for feveral weeks. But when I came to confider whether 
er not I could bear eternal punifhment, this refolution failed 
me, I felt very uneafy, and was thrown into a fea of trouble. 
[had finned againft fo much light and knowledge, I was afraid 
my day of grace was paft; I was in fuch diftrefs to think I 
lad finned fo grievoufly againft God, that I could not work; 
neither could 1 eat but very little for about a week, and then 
it was not quite fo fevere. But the firft that gave me any 
Nope, was reading the 38th Pfalm, from the firlt to the tenth 
verfe. 

1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath; neither chaften 
me in thy hot difpleafure. 

2. For thine arrows flick faft in mre, and thy hand preffeth 
me fore. 

3- There is no foundnefs in my flefh, becaufe of thine anger.s 
neither is there any reft in my bones, becaufe of my fin. ; 

4. For mine iniquities are gone over my head: asan heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me. 
5. My 
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5. My wounds ftink and are corrupt, becaufe of my foolifh- 
hefs. 

6. Lam troubled ; Iam bowed down greatly ; I go mourn- 
ing all the day long. 

7. For my loins are filled witha loathfome difeafe ; and there 
is no foundnefs in my fleth. 

8. I am feeble and fore broken: I have roared by reafon of 
the difquietnefs of my heart. 

g. Lord, all my defire is before thee ; and my groaning is 
not hid from thee. : 

10. My heart panteth, my ftrength faileth me; as for the 
light of mine eyes, it alfois gone from me. 

The complaint of the Pfalmilt, in thefe verfes, I thouglit 
fuited my condition as exactly as words could defcribe. It gave 
me fome gleam of hope, to think, that there was ever one of 
God’s children funk as low as I was, and that my groanings 
were not hid from the Lord. I mentioned the condition of 
David to fome people, who faid he had fallen from grace, whet 
he made this complaint; but I could not believe this was ever 
the cafe with David, or that it would ever be the cafe with me, 
if I ever had any faving grace. But my diftrefs was, to think 
that I had finned fo much, and provoked a holy God. God’s 
ways appeared all juft and right, and mine all wrong. This 
text often came to my mind, “ Come ae me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.” But [ 
could not take hold of it. Ithought it did not belong to me. 
I felt that it would be juft if God fhould caft me off forever. 
One thing in {pecial [ could plead with the Lord for, and that 
was, that I might be kept from doing any thing that would 
bring a reproach upon the holy religion of Jefus. I felt alfo 
defirous of enjoying the company of God’s pzople here, Ict 
what would become of me hereafter. For feveral days, I was 
willing to be any thing, or nothing, juft as the Lord would have 
it. From this time | again enjoyed fome peace and comfort. 
I felt willing that God fhould difpofe of me and every one elfe 
ashe pleafed. At a certain time this text came into my mind: 
“If'any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and fifters, yea, and his 
own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple.”” I then thought I 
was willing to forfake all, if God called me to it. My own fin- 
ful thoughts appeared very hateful to me ; fo that I thought 
might fay in that fenfe, that / hated my own life. Not long af- 
ter this, | made a public profeflion of religion, and joined a 
church of the Congregational order; and notwith{tanding I 
had a deep fenfe of my own unworthinefs, yet the more I faw 
of my unworthinefs, the more it feemed to heighten the 
goodaefs of God in fhewing mercy to fuch acreature. I felt it 
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a great privilege to give up myfelf and my children to God in 
the ordinance of baptifm. lt feemed to me, that I had no 
more right to withhold my children from God, who gave 
them to me, than I had to withhold myfelf. It is my daily 
prayer, that God would help me to difcharge my duty towards 
them, that if they fhould perifh, I might clear my own foul. 
At times, I have now fuch a fenfe of the deceitfulnefs of my 
heart, that I am ready to fear all my hopes are built upon the 
fand. But it is a comfort to me to think that God fearcheth 
the heart, and he fees and knows my heart, if I don’t know it. 
I know that it is his power alone that can undeceive me, if I 
am deceived. Itis my defire to hold up the truth of religion 
in my life and converfation before the‘ world, if I fhould be caft 
off forever, at laft. I enjoy a comfortable hope of my good 
eftate for the moft part, for which I have gréat reafon to be 
thankful. But O: if ever fuch a creature gets to heaven, it 
will be one of the greateft miracles of grace that ever was. I 
feel the néed of continual afliftance from God. I want him to 
teach me what he would have me to do. At times I have 
fuch defires for the falvation of poor perifhing fouls that are 
going on to hell, that it feems as if foul and body would be 
feparated. O that others would not neglect religion as I have 
done in the days of my youth! How juftly God might have 
cut me off in my fins and fent me to hell. I want that the 
dear youth fhould remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth ; and ferioufly confider, that their breath is in his hands, 
and that it is owing only to his infinite mercy that he does not 
cut the brittle thread of their lives, and let them fall into eter- 
nal ruin. Chrift is now waiting upon them; but O, he will 
not wait always! O that God would blefs the means of grace, 
and keep poor finners from reiting in the means fhort of know- 
ing Chrift. 1 have fo long refted in times palit upon the fond 
dream that J could do fomething, and thereby endangered my 
own foul ; that [ cannot help feeling for others that feem to 
be upon the fame rotten foundation. While they believe that 
they have a will and power to turn to God, when in fact they 
have no will to do any thing but ferve the devil—While 
Satan can make them eafy in fuch a delufion, they can 
fleep fecurely upon the very brink of damnation. O that God 
would awaken them to a fenfe of their guilt and danger, and 
to fee that nothing but the almighty power of God alone can 
{natch them as brands out of the burning. For this will al- 
ways remain true, while man remains totally depraved, “ Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God.” 
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BETWEEN AGNOSTES AND PHILALETHES, ON THE 
DOCTRINES OF THE DECREES OF GOD, ELECTION, &e. 


( a ae from page 137. } 


A IR, I call on you,this morning, with a view to 
poe: mention to he other objetti hich Th 

you the other objectrons which ave 
to the doétrine of the decrees of God, which you, advocate. 
You hold, that God has foreordained whatfoever comes to pafs. 
If fo, then he decreed fin fhould exift, even all.the fin which 
has taken place, is now in the world, or ever will be... This I 
think makes God the author of fin, which is: too horrible and 
blafphemous a thought to be admitted. 

Philalethes. 'Vhis is an old, and I may fay, worn out objec- 
tion, which was made again{t Calvin by the Papiits. at the time 
of the reformation, and has been made ever fince to the doc- 
trine of the decrees of God, as aflerted by the Synod of Dort, 
and the aflembly of divines at Weftminfter, in their confeffion 
of faith, and larcer and fhorter catechifms; and as,held and 
fupported by all real Calvinifts ever fince. This objection has 
been anfwered and confuted in times and ways innumerable. 
We anfwer, that it is beft, all things confidered, that fin fhould 
exift, and therefore an act of wi/dom and goodne/s to. will and de- 
cree the exiftence of it; in which decree is neceflarily implied 
all that agency neceffary in order to, the exiftence of it in-every 
inftance in which it takes place, And that this is a holy de- 
cree; the dictate of infinite wifdom and goodnefs; and not to 
have chofen or decreed that fin fhould take place, could be, nei- 
ther wife nor holy, but infinitely to the contrary, And his be- 

the caufe of fin does not imply that there ts any fin in the 
cafe. God is the caufe of the deadly poifon of the ferpent ; 
but it does not foHow that there is any poifon in the cau/e. He 
caufes pain and mifery in creatures, confiftently with the cau/ée 
being infinitely far from this. It does not reprefent God as 
approving of it, in itfelf confidered, by aflerting that he wills the 
exiftence of it, for the fake of the good of which it is made the 
-occafion. If it be the will of God that pain and mifery exifl 
among creatures, and he exerts all that agency of his which is 
neceflary to produce it in every inftance; this does not imply 
that he is the fubje& of the lealt pain, or is pleafed with his 
creatures fuffering, but for the fake of the good, which cannot 
take place, unlefs pain and mifery exiit. 

Mg. I have another objection, which I have often heard made 
to your doétrine, that fin promotes the greateft good, and is 
neceflary in order to it: ‘That this reprefents fin as a good 
thing ; 
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thing ; confequently the more fin there is the better, and the 
more good. there will be. 

Phil. This objection is fo weak and childifh, fo contrary to 
the firft dictates of reafon, and of the common fenfe and feel- 
ings of mankind, and to the Bible, that it would not be expect- 
ed to be made by any man of common underftanding and 
thought, had not fa# proved the contrary. If a man has mur- 
der in his heart, and defigns and attempts to kill his neighbour ; 
but is not able to effe& it, by fome unexpected occurrence, and 
the attempt to kill turns greatly to the advantage of his neigh- 
bour, and 45,the occafion of preferving his life to old age, no 
one would, on this account, think. the better, of him who at- 
tempted to kill him, or that his intention and attempt was the 
lefs criminal, becaufe the evil intended was prevented, and 
made the occafion of great good to his neighbour. Befides, 
the fuppofition, that fin, by being made the occafion of the 
greatelt good, . directly contrary to the nature and tendency of 
it, becomes no crime, but perfect innocence, is impoflible. The 
fin of Judas, in betraying his Lord, is the fame, and cannot be 
made lefs criminal, by any good which has been the confe- 
quence of it. ‘The malevolence of Saul, in perfecuting Chrift 
and his djfciples, remains the fame, with all the aggravations 
and crimfhality of it, notwithftanding he has been pardoned, 
and the great benefit he and others have received by it. And 
this objection is contradiétory to the whole of the Bible. , The 
apoftle Paul mentions thofe who, in his day, were fo foolifh and 
wicked as to fay, that if God was glorified, and his righteouf- 
nefs, truth and grace difplayed by their, fin, there is no juftice 
in blaming and punifhing us as tranfgreflors. And if this be 
fo, the more we fin the better, and we are encouraged to do 
evil that good may come, which is really the import of the doc- 
trine which the apoftles preach. This the apoltle rejects with 
abhorrence, and afferts the juftice of their damnation, who 
make fuch an objection. (Rom. iii. 5, 6, 7,8.) Let thofe, who 
now make this fame objection, read this paflage, and they will 
find themfelves feverely condemned by infpiration. 

The hiftory of Jofeph being fold into Egppt by his brethren, 
with the attendants and confequences, is worthy to be confider- 
ed. God fent him to Egypt. He ordered every circumftance 
of Jofeph’s brethren, and of others concerned in the affair, and 
his agency pervaded the whole. In all this infinite benevolence 
was exercifed. God meant it unto good. But this was dire@ly 
contrary to the exercifes, defires and wifhes of the brethren of 
Jofeph in their condué towards him. ‘They thonght, and in- 
tended evil againft him; and all the good which God intend. 
ed, and actually effected by their wickednefs, andthe confe- 
quent fufferings of Jofeph, did not in the leaft remove or leffen 
the 
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the crime of their malevolence, but it remained as great and ill. 
deferving as ever, and muft have iffued in their eternal deftruc- 
tion, had they not repented and obtained forgivenefs. — 

Another inftance is the crucifixion of Jefus Chrift. The 
chief priefts, elders and people cried, “ Let him be crucified ;’ 
which was a ftrong expreffion of the malignity, hatred and 
malevolence of their minds towards him, his character and 
eaufe. God abhorred their wickednefs, which was neceflary 
to anfwer his benevalent purpofe, and defigned to punifh that 
nation for it, and fend every one, who did not reper. of it, to 
eternal mifery; he faid, in the exercife of infinite bénevolence, 
and from regard to the infinite good which fhould arife from 
this event, “ Let him be crucified.”” For the whole tranfaction 
took place according to his determinate counfel, while it was per- 
petrated by their wicked hands, and not the lefs wicked for all 
the good of which it has been the occafion. 

It may ferve to fet in a more ftriking light perhaps to fome 
the folly and abfurdity of this objection, if it were not needlefs 
to add another word, to obferve, that if fin becomes no fin or crime, 
if it be overruled for good, even much greater good than if it had 
not exifted ; then natural evil, pain and mifery is in itfelf no 
pain and mifery, if it be made the neceffary mean of great good 
and happinefs. For inftance, if the pain and forrow, which Jo- 
feph fuffered, by being fold a flave and caft into prifon in 
Egypt, was neceffary in order to effe& the great good and hap- 
pineis, which God defigned to accomplifh by it, then it was re- 
ally in itfelf no pain and mifery, but real happinefs. And 
when it is neceflary, to preferve the life of a man, to amputate 
his leg or arm, and his life is hereby lengthened out with much 
comfort and ufefulnefs, the pain of amputation is no pain, but 
pleafure. He who will affert this, or will fay that the latter is 
not a juft and neceffary confequence of the former, is not capa- 
ble of being influenced by reafon and argument. 

4g. If it be granted that the doctrines for which you con- 
tend are true, yet there is a ftrong objection againft publifhing 
and preaching upon them, fince they are, at belt, only matters - 
of mere fpeculation, and very abftrufe, and canriot be of any 
benefit ; but infifting on them in preaching does much mii- 
chief. It gives great offence to many, and tends to confufe 
the minds of others, which will prevent their receiving any 
benefit by fuch preachers, and lead to unprofitable, and often 
angry difputes, | 

Phil. This obje&tion mult be particularly confidered, and re- 
quires a more lengthy anfwer, as it is made by many, both 
minifters aiid people ; and the number of objectors is increafing. 

In the firft place, if thefe doctrines are contained im the Bible, 
as they certainly are, and this is fuppofed in the cei e 

cli 3 














1805. ] | Dialogues. 189 


felf ; then the wifdom and goodneis of God are called in quef- 
tion ; yea, impeached and denied, by thofe who fay they ought 
not to be preached, as this will do much hurt. God has pub- 
lifhed them; they are abundantly exhibited by infpired hifto- 
rians. They are often and exprefsly preached by the prophets, 
by Chrift and his apoftles. And no minifter of the gofpel can 
negle& them in his preaching, without fhunning to declare 
unto his hearers all the counfel of God. When all this is well 
confidered, it muft appear that this objection is not only un- 
reafonable, but a very wicked one; and that thofe minilters 
who regard it, and praétife accordingly, cannot be blamelefs. 

In the next place, thefe doGrines are fo far from being merely 
{peculative, unintelligible, ufelefs notions, that they are very. 
important, ufeful and practical doétrines, and eafy to be under- 
{tood by every upright, honeft mind. ‘They reprefent God as 
infinite in his power, underftanding and knowledge, in his wif- 
dom, goodnefs, righteoufnefs and truth. That he is unchange- 
able in his purpofes and defigns ; has fixed the wifeft and beft 
plan, including all creatures, things and events, fo that all fhall 
iffue in the greateft poflible good, the greateR difplay of the 
glory of God, and the higheft happinefs. And he is able to 
do all this, and &x every aétion of rational creatures, confiftent 
with their moft perfect freedom, moral agency and accountable- 
nefs. This exhibits the moft exalted and glorious character of 
God, as abfolutely independent and infinitely happy, doing his 
will in all things, which is infinitely wife and good; while he 
gives law to his creatures, who are capable of moral govern- 
ment, pointing out their duty, and the only way to true happi- 
» nefs. And has devifed and publifhed a way of recovery and 
falvation for finners, which all are invited to embrace, and in 
which fovereign grace is glorioufly difplayed. What a glori- 
rious foundation is laid in all this for unlimited confidence in 
fuch a God! The more clearly he is known, and the more he 
is loved, the happier men mult be. This is life eternal, to know 
this only true God, and Fefus Chrift. And thall not the inhabit- 
ants of this world rejoice, that this God reigns ? To keep out of 
fight the doétrine of the decrees of God is greatly to obfcure 
the divine character, and injure men. 

Moreover, if thefe doctrines are not preached, it will have a 
{trong tendency to increafe and fix prejudices againft them in 
the minds of the hearers, and to lead them to difbelieve and re- 
nounce them, and embrace the contrary icheme of doétrines, 
which are fo agreeable to the natural, corrupt, depraved hearts 
of vicious men. It muft then be of great importance, and ve- 
ry ufeful to preach, explain and keep in view thefe dottrines, 
and thofe connected with and implied in them, as the true and 
glorious charaéter of God is hereby exhibited, which, by neg- 
lecting 
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le&ting them, will be injured, and Repth in a great meafure out 
of fight. 


Agreeable to this, it appears to be a fact, that where thefe | 


A - 


doétrines. are much and in a proper manner preached, and they ° 


are generally underitood and embraced, the people are more 
attentive to religion, and embrace and practife it ; are more fo- 
ber, regular and moral in their conduét, than thofe are, where 
they are not preached, and confequently not underitood, but 
difbelieved and rejected. . And wherever there has: been a revi- 


val of pure, practical religion, thefe do@rines have equally re-, 


vived, and have been embraced. . This was notorioufly the fact 
in the reformation from popery, where Luther and Calvin liv- 
ed; in the remarkable reformation and revival of religion in 
many parts of America, more than fixty years fince ; and in 
the many inftances of revivals of religion of late, efpecially in 
a number of towns in New-England, &c. And it is to be ob- 
ierved, that as religion, in the zealous praétice of it, has decay- 
ed, andimmorality, vice and infidelity have increafed, thefe docs 
trines have grown out of repute, and are rejected. 


( To be continued. ) 








ACCOUNT OF MOSES BAKER, 
AN EMINENT BLACK PREACHER OF JAMAICA. 


WAS much troubled in fpirit ;, it appeared to me, that I 
was too much confined on Mr. W.’s eltate; and that I 
ought to go abroad and try to do fome good with the gofpel... I 
make it my daily ftudy to read a little of the Scriptures, and 
reading that paflage, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
cofpel to every creature,” I could refrain no longer: fo I went 
down to Montego Bay; and there I got. among the fifhermen. I 
began to put up the word of God to them ; and the two or three 
that had heard me the firf night, feemed to receive it joyfully. 
‘Chey foon invited all their acquaintance to come and hear. I 
ftaid with them feveral days. Some time after, they agreed 
with me to get a place to ferve God in. I gave my part. and 
we got a houfe at Montego Bay, for gol. per ann. After pro- 
curing this houfe, I thought proper to mention it to Mr. W. 
His anfwer was, that he had no objection to my going any 
where to do the will of God. I foon proceeded to recommend 
it to all that were willing to hear, that every man fhould have 
his own wife, and every woman her own hufband.. _In_a little 
time, I was able to form a {mall fociety of above twenty fouls. 
Exclufive of this I had, at every mecting, a great number of 
hearers. “ One 
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“One night in particular, I called the fociety together, in order 
to praife God. During the time of duty, I heard a man in the 
next’ houfe groaning exceedingly. Jult after 1 had fung a 
hymn, and ’‘faid, ** Let’us pray,”’ there came in.a gentleman and 
tapped me on the fhoulder, faying, “ Pray, Sir, what is this you 
are after? “There is a gentleman in the next houfe lies dying, 
and your noilé is diftra&ing him.” My anfwer. was, ‘Sir, this 
I am going to do, is fit for a departing foul.? He left me im- 
mediately, “went out, and called two conftables. When they 
came to the door, I was fpeaking the word of God'to the peo- 
ple. “He,commanded them to take hold of me. They faid, 
‘What has he done? We hear him fpeaking nothirig but the 
word of God.’ When’ he‘heard them fay this, he quarrelled 
with them, telling them he would report them to the magif- 
trates, for refufing to do their duty. The Lord laid it to me 
to continue ‘im the grace of God! Accordingly, I éalled the 
people together the next ‘night. ‘As foon’ as IT ‘had raifed a 
hymn and put up a prayer, [I faw them moving,the chairs out 
of the houfe. 1 called to the brother, and afked him the rea- 
fon fordoing fo. He told me there were feveral of the magif- 
trates and other gentlemen, as well as ladies, who were going 
to fit down’ in the yard,to. liften to my difcourfe ; and faid to 
me, ‘‘ Brother, for God’s fake, fay but little; and take care 
what you do fay.”” I told him to ftand in his place. It re- 
minded'me of the words of Paul, “ That the word of God is 
not bound.” YetI muft acknowledge that I was a little daunt- 
ed at firft; but foon after, it feemed as if the Lord was with 
me, and I had utterance with great boldnefs. I {poke in fuch 
a manner as I do not recolle&t ever to have,done before. Af- 
ter | had ended my difcourfe, fome of them faid, “ This man 
{peaks very well, and we find no fault with him, particularly as 
he is a man of colour.” Others of them faid, ‘The fellow’s 
mouth ought to be ftopped ;? and in this divifion they left me. 
The next day I left the bay. A few days after, I returned 
again, and called the fociety together ; but there was great fear 
upon them, .and they feemed very doubtful. 1 opened the 

Scriptures and read to them, particularly reminding them how 
our Lord fuffered even unto death; and what trials and perfe- 
cutions the apoftles bore before us, for the caufe of our bleffed 

Lord. They then told me what great threatenings they had 
heard given out againft me. The brother béfore mentioned 
(who told me to be careful what I faid) took an opportunity of 
{peaking to the brethren and fitters in the following manner :— 
** The brother does not live among us; he does not know what 

people he has to deal with; and it feems to me he does not ‘re- 

gard his life. This very matter will turn all the great people 
againft us, and ruin our living.’? Notwithftanding this dan- 
gerous 
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gerous difcourfe, they all agreed to come to duty with me that 
night, and fhare the fame with me. After commencing with 
finging and prayer, there came in two or three gentlemen, who 
appeared to be much intoxicated ; one of whom was the perfon 
who firft forbade me, and called the conftables. Soon after, 
the houfe was crowded with more of them. They puthed all 
the brethren and fifters afide ; fo they had me in the midft of 
them. But this thought impreffed my mind, ‘ That they had 
lo power except it was from God :’—thus I felt great boldnefs, 
and {poke the word of Godto them. After I had ended, they 
went away; and I found there was a great divifion among 
them alfo. After the brethren faw that they did no harm, they 
appeared to be reconciled again; and we propofed meeting 


the next night, which we did accordingly. Soon after I began 


duty, there were ftones thrown on the houfe. I told the breth- 
ren to keep as much as poffible from the door, and that they 
would receive no hurt. They did fo, and I wenton. Thete 
people, not contented with throwing ftones, now began firing 
fhot at the houfe. After they had fired twice ‘through the 
houfe and upon it, the poor things were forely afraid. One 
who ftood behind the door, fhut it clofe. I afkéed, if any of 
them was hurt. They faid, ‘No.’ I faid, ‘ Well, my breth- 
ren, he who feeks to fave Its life, fhall lofe it; but I profefs to 
lay down my life for Jefus Chrift and the gofpel.” After fay- 
ing thefe words, I made them throw open the doors. Wher 
this was done, they ceafed firing.” 


aa 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HE exclufive object of this Society is, to diffufe the know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, by circulating them in the 
different languages fpoken throughout Great Britain and Ire- 
Jand ; and allo, according to the extent of its funds, by pramo- 
ting the printing of them in foreign languages, and the diltri- 
bution of them in foreign countries. : 
The principles upon which this undertaking will be condué- 
ed, are as comprehenfive as the nature of the object fuggelts that 
they fhould be. In the execution of the plan, it is propoted to 


embrace the common fupport of Chriltians at large ; and to in- 


vite the concurrenceiof perfons of every defcription, who profefs 

to regard the Scriptures as the proper Standard of Faith. 
It may be neceflary to add, in foliciting the countenance of 
the Public, that, in confequence of the enlarged 7 of in- 
Lruction 
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ftruction which the lower claffes in this country have enjoyed 
of late years, a defire of perufing the Scriptures has confidera- 
bly- increafed among them ; and alfo that in Wales, Ireland, 
PE SION Germany, Denmark, and other parts of the world, 
Bibles are greatly wanted, and, in fome, are fought for with an 
eagernefs which, but for authentic affurances to that effect, 
would fcarcely be credited. 

Influenced by thefe confidcrations, a numerous and refpecta- 
ble Meeting was convened at the London Tavern, on the 7th 
of March, 1804. 

At a fubfequent General Meeting held at the London Tavern 
on Wednelday,the 2d of May, 1804, a Report of the Committee 
was read,purporting that they had been occupied in opening com- 
munications with various perfons of influence in different parts of 
the United Kingdom and of the Continent, for the purpofe of 
obtaining important intelligence, of augmenting the Funds of 
the Society, and otherwife promoting its interelts. A plan of 
the Society was then unanimouily adopted. The chief Refolu- 
tions were the following :— 

“ The committee thall confift of thirty-fix Laymen; of whom 
twenty-four, who fhall have molt frequently attended, fhall be 
eligible for re-election for the enfuing year. Six of the Com- 
mittee fhall be Foreigners refident in London or its vicinity ; 
half the remainder fhall be Members of the Church of Eng- 
land ; and the other half members of other denominations of 
Chrittians. 

“Every Clergyman and Diffenting Minifter, who is a mem- 
ber of the Society, thall be entitled to attend and vote at all 
Meetings of the Committee. 

“ The ‘lreaiurer and Secretaries for the time being, fhall be 
conlidered as Members of the Committee. 

‘* No perion deriving any emolument or profit from the So- 
ciety {hail be entitled to fit or vote in the Committee. 

«Lhe committee fhall conduct the bufinefs of the Society ; 
appoint all Officers except the Treafurer; have power to call 
Special General Meetings; and fhall be charged with procur- 
ing for the Society fuitable Patronage, both Britifh and For- 
eign. (Signed ) G. Suarp, Chairman.” 

Presipent, Right Hon. John Lord Teignmouth. 


—— 


Extra of a Letier from a Minifter of the Gofpel in Holland. 


Dear BRetuReEn, 


YOUR antwer to my letter of laft year hath been received 
by the hands of Brother F. M. and I learned from it the affec- 
tionate intereit you feel in the awakenings which have taken 
No. 5. Vol. III. Aa place 
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place in feveral parifhes in this diftri@. Laft year I mentioned 
fomething of the extraordinary emation which has been per- 
ceived here, and in fundry other places ; I can now add much 
more concerning it, to the praife of the grace of God. This 
work of the Lord does not only continue alive in thefe parts, 
but it breaks through more and more with power; infomuch, 
that many fouls attain to perfect faith in our glorious Redeem- 
er,—receive him as their Lord and Saviour,—find in him the 
forgivenefS of fins,—and now live unto him, from love and 
gratitude, in the exercife of thofe dutics which are infeparable 
from a life of faith. Others remain in the road of conviction, 
cafting gloomy looks on their own finfulnefs, and inquiring af- 
ter the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus. 

Our Lord continues to do great things in this neighbour- 
hood ; which aftonifh every one that iees and obferves them 
near at hand. Without any fear of exaggeration, I may al- 
fert, that about two thoufand fouls, and fuch as believe in Je- 
fus, are to be found'within a diftrié& of ten or eleven villages. 
This great work, which commenced but four years ago, {till 

maintains ‘its vigour, and {preads further and further. } With 
reference to my own parifh, itt particular, “the word of the 
Lord continues to exert its power; it grows and is multiplied.” 
The awakenings began rather among perfons of middle age; 
but the work has, by degrees, appeared among the young peo- 
ple; and now, likewife, among the ‘little children. I cannot 
fee or hear, without emotion and aftonifhment, the fervent de- 
fire often exprefled by young children after the Lord Jefus, for 
true converfion, and the forgivenefs of their fins. 

Through accidental circumitances and bodily weaknefs, I 
was obliged to be tranflated from a town in Zealand to this 
village : here I recovered, not my work only, but my health 
alfo, together with fo rich a harveit, that [ fall fhort in noth- 
ing fo much as in uttering a grateful heart towards my good 
Lord. 

From other parts of this country not much is heard: here 
and there, more awakenings take place at prefent than former- 
ly ; but the work is not general. Oh! may all divided inter- 
efts foon have a conclufion! for thefe muft always have a de- 
trimental influence on the caufe ; and, in place of them, may 
“the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God,” be more and more’ eftablifhed ! the time mult, and will 
come, it is perhaps even now approachiag, “ when. the earth 
{hall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters’cover the fea.” 
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THE following remarkable Account of the Converfion of Curipo, a 
Hottentot, is taken from No. XII. of the Mi iffionary Tranfaaions, 
juft publifbed.s which contains fever al other wonderful Inflances of 
the Rower of Divine Grace. Curipo, we rejoice to find, has al- 
ready been hanoured as the inftrument of converting many other Hot- 
tentots. ns be to God! 


THE Liord’s work, to the glory of his name, has this year 
been confpicuous. Heathen darknefs has fled before the pow- 
er of the Golpel light, and therpower of converting grace has 
-ttiumphed> over the power of Satan, in the hearts of thofe’ Pa. 
gans to whom: we-have been called to preach the Gofpel of 
Chrift. Brother: Cupido, was baptized previous to our leaving 
Graaf Reinet; but his converfion deierves a place in our Re- 
port.— br other Cupido was, before his converfion, as notorious 
-a-finner as -wassever known: notorious» fortwearing, lying, 
‘fighting, but efpecially for drunkennefs, which often brouglit 
him upon a fick bed, being naturally weak. At fuch times : he 
always refolved..to leave that prattice, and lead a fober life. 
He was, however, furprifed to find, that no fooner did his 
health return, than his fins again prevailed. He was fometimes 
afraid of God, although ignorant of him; and expected that 
his conduét .would prove the deftruction of his foul. He in- 
quired of allhe met with for means to deliver him from the fin 
of drunkennefs, fuppofing that to-leave the relt would then be 
eafy. Some directed him to witches and wizards, to whom he 
addreffed himfelf; but thefe were miferable comforters; for 
they told him that his life was not worth a farthing ; for, when 

erfons began to’ make fuch inquiries, it was afure fig of tpee- 
dy death. . Others,prefcribed various kinds of medicine, which 

he cagerly took ; but all, proved in. vain. His-feet were provi- 
dentially led to Graaff Reimet, where he heard, in a difcourfe 
from Brother Vanderlingen, that Chrift Jefus, the Son of God, 
could. fave finners from their fins. He cried out to himfelf, 
“ That is, what. Lb. want! that is what I want!” He immediatc- 
ly left bufinefs to come.to us, that he might get acquainted 
with this Jefus; and told all he met, that he had at laft found 
one who could fave him from his fins.. Soon after this, a dif- 
courfe from Brother Vanderkemp, on a Lord’s Day, was appli- 
ed to him with power ; when all his deeds were made manifeft, 
and every word that was fpoken feemed meant for him. This, 
however, at firft, only excited a {trong hatred to an old woman, 
with whom he had lived, who knew his character, and who he 
fuppofed had made it known to the Landdrofle’s wife, and, by 
means of the Landdroile, had been told to Brother Vanderkemp. 
This apprehenfion, however, did not prevail long ; he {till at- 
tended the word; and the fecrets of his heart began to be laid 
open 
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open. “ This (faid he) is not of man, but of God.’ He was 
then brought earneftly to feek an intereft in Chrift: and he is 
now become one of our moft zealous fellow-labourers. It is no 
{mall pleafure to hear him recommend Chrift to others, as the 
only remedy for fin, who can deftroy it (as he can witnefs) both 
rootand branch. ‘To Brother Cupido has been added this year 
feventeen perfons; nine men, eight women, befides thirteen 


children. One of the women is now the wife of Brother Read. 





DENMARK, 

An Evangelical Magazine, on the plan of this work, is pub- 
lifhed in Denmark, by an Affociation of pious Minifters. Evan- 
gelical Tra¢ts are alfo difperfed, and eagerly received. 

SWEDEN. 

In Sweden, we‘are informed that the Gofpel meets with con- 
fiderable oppofition from fome quarters; but there are ftill a 
great number of minifters who preach with fidelity and affec- 
tion. Some of thefe are endeavouring to form an affociation, 
for mutual edification, and to increafe their ufefulnefs ; but the 
diftance of their habitations from each other renders it difficult. 
A confiderable number of minifters, in Siresia, have been in- 
tent on the fame object; but hitherto without fucceds. 


i — 


DOMESTIC. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WILLIAMSTOWN. 


THE profperity of Zion makes the faints rejoice. The 
advancement of Chrilt’s kingdom is the fubjeé& of their pray- 
er. God has made wonderful difplays of power and grace 
of late years in revivals of religion. Such revivals are abun- 
dant evidence that he can and will fupport his church, in fpite 
of all the arts of infidels, and the errors of falfe profeffors. 
“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing ??? The inhabitants of Williamftown have been bleffed 
with a fhower of divine grace the fummer paft. Serious im- 
preflions began in a few inftances laft May, and gradually in- 
creafed and fpread through different parts of the town. The 
work {till continues to go on. The hopeful fubjects of the 
work are about fifty in number; others are anxious ; they are 
moftly young. Convidtions of fin have been attended with no 
outcries, or other irregular conduct. They generally arife in 
view of the diftinguifhing truths of the gofpel. The fubjedts 
of this work, both before and after they have obtained their 
hope, appear to realize the wickednefs of their hearts, the vanity 


and unlawfulnefs of youthful amufements, the fhortnefs of time, 
and 
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and the folemnities of a future ftate. Moft of the young con- 
verts are children of pious parents. Five children in one fam- 
ily are hopefully the fubjeéts of faving grace. A number of 
families have had two or three taken. 

From this account it is natural to remark the encouragement 
given to pious parents, to inftruct their children in the great 
truths of religion, and to imprefs their young minds with a 
deep fenfe of its importance. Though God a¢ts as a fovereign, 
in beftowing che gifts of grace and falvation, as well as in dii- 
penfing the favours of providence, yet he ufually has regard to 
the means, which are employed. Chriftians have therefore 
great reafon to hope, that their faithful inftructions and earneft 
prayers will be bleffed to the converfion and falvation of their 
children. 

We fee alfo the criminality of thofe parents, who fhow much 
folicitude for the temporal welfare of their children, but are in- 
attentive to their everlafting concerns. They would be thought 
to have a tender regard for their offspring. ‘They take care 
of their health ; they give them opportunity to acquire uietul 
knowledge ; they are diligent in laying up for their future fup- 
port and comfort. But they are fo thoughtlefs, and fo much 
oppofed to real religion, that they are not anxious about the 
fouls of their children, and negle& to inftruét them in the inter- 
efting doétrines of the gofpel. Such criminal neglect is almoit 
a fure evidence, that they and their children are walking the 
broad road to deftruction. Let fuch parents take warning from 
this folemn confideration, and correét that error, which, they 
have reafon to fear, will prove fatal to themfelves and their 
children. 

We alfo perceive the guilt and danger of thofe young perfons, 
who place their thoughts and affections upon the employments 
or amufements of this life. This clafs is very numerous. 
Young, gay, and fprightly, they feem to imagine, that their 
thoughtlefs courfe is perfeétly reafonable, and that ferioufneds 
does not become perfons of their age. Religion is an unwel- 
come fubjeét, which they endeavour to banifh from their minds. 
They are ready to ridicule their ferious companions, who dil- 
cover a difpofition to converfe on important {ubjects, and whole 
deportment reproves their levity. It is no excute for fuch child- 
ren that their parents approve of their condud, and encourage 
them in their merry career. They have the means of initruc- 
tion in their own power. ‘Their attachment to vain amufe- 
ments, and their averfion to religion mutt be attributed to their 
own wicked hearts. The path which they have chofen, leads 
to ruin. Though flattering profpects open before them for a 
time, they will foon find, r &. the way of tranfgreflors is hard. 
The flowers which furround their path will foorfade ; the bloom 
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of youth will foon decay..‘Storms and: tempefts will foon fuc- 


ceed the fatal calm, which now delights them.: In. the near 
view of death and eternity the profpect “of their paft lives will af- 
ford them no fatisfaction, the thought of futurity. will fill them 
with difmay and confufion.: God can fave them by changing 
their hearts, and: giving them repentance. This is the only 
door of hope. Unlefs'they repent, they will.all perith. 

Sepis 3, 1805. 
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ANSWER TO, A QUESTION. 
For the Misstonary MAGAzINE. 


T' was queried in the: June Magazine of 1805, how the fen- 
timent, that God is the author of the evil exercifes of fin- 
ners, is confiftent-with the. falvation of the elect being attributed 
to free grace; and the deltruction of ftsners to their wilful i im- 
penitency. 

It will eafily be feen, that if finners, by shar Wickedbeles can 
deferve punifhment, then deliverance from this deferved punith- 
ment can be by free and rich grace; fo that: the: queftion ‘is 
this ; ** Do finners deferve punifhment for exercifes, which they 
do not caufe, or for which they are entirely dependent’?”’ 

This quettion, it is evident, muft be anfwered in the afirma- 
tive ; for if-a’ being cannot be praife or blame worthy, unlefs 
he independently caufe his own exercites, there can be no vir- 


| tue dr viee, praife or blame worthinefs in the univerfe.; Be- 


caufe no being is or can be, the caufe of his own exercifes in- 
dependently, any more than he'can be the caufe of his own ex- 
tence. Moral beings can exift, and they cam have. moral ex- 
ercifes; but to caufe their own exiltence, or their own exercifes 
independently, is impoflible. For a being to be .the caufe of 
his own exiltence fuppofes him to exift. betore he began to ex- 
ft ;; which is plainly abfurd, » For a being to. caufe his. own 
exercifes fuppofes him to ac&t before he began ‘toad; which is 
equally abfurd. So that we mutt look fomewhere elfe for the 
good ’or ill defert of moral actions, befides to their caufe. In- 
deed it is always improper to look for the nature of any thing 
in tts caufe. The reafon why difeafe is.an evil, isnot becaute 
it has'a good or evil caufe, but becaufe it has an evil tendency, 
a tendency to excite pain. . The reafon why thorns.and briars, 
wild beafts and ferpents are evils,,is not on aecount. of their 
caule being good or evil, but becaufe their tendency 1 is to Occa- 
fion mifery. And the only reafon why fin is an evil is becaufe 
it tends to introduce difcord and mifery into the univerfe, and 
not becaufe its origin is evil. Some things may occafion st 
ura 














1805. | Anecdotes. 199 


ural evil or pain, which do not aét, but are acted upon. Some 
creatures occafion pain by acting ; but, not poflefling the pow- 
ers of moral agency, are not accountable for their actions. 
Other creatures are capable of moral action,* or fuch action 
as merits approbation, or difapprobation, according to its good 
or evil tendency. ‘The reafon why fin is an evil is, becaute its 
natural tendency is to occafion mifery.- It always would occa- 
fion mifery, were it not prevented by fomething elfe. The 
reafon why it juftly expofes to punifhment, is becaufe it is neced- 
farily the a& of an agent, who choofes and refufes, loves and 
hates; and who is under obligation to refufe the evil and 
choofe the good. The finner is to be blamed for nothing but 
his wicked exercifes, Nothing but thefe, and the conduét which 
they originate, will be mentioned in judgment againft him. 
Unlefs, therefore, the finner can prove that he does not choofe 
and refufe, love and hate, becaufe he is entirely dependent on 
God for all his exercifes, then he cannot prove that he is not 
criminal for what he does. He is not accountable for any 
thing antecedent to his exercifes. Even were we to fuppofe 
him the caufe of his wicked exercifes, ftill he would be blamea- 
ble only for the exercifes themfelves; not for the caufe of 
them, unlefs that too confifted in exercife or choice. Dependence, 
therefore, furnifhes the finner with no reafonable excufe for his 
wickednefs, and no fecure refuge againft the juft vengeance im- 
pending over his guilty head. The reafon why fin ought to 
be punifhed has already been given. The reafon why it de- 
ferves endlefs punifhment is, becaufe its natural tendency is to 
occafion infinite evil in the fyftem. So that it muft forever 
remain a truth, that the ju/? wages of fin is eternal death ; even 
endlefs mifery. All mankind have become finners, and, there- 
fore, ftand juftly obnoxious to punifhment ; the elect as jufily 
as the non-elecét. Nothing now, but free and rich grace, can 
refcue any from deferved punifhment ; and as all have the of- 
fer of pardon and falvation on condition of true repentance, 
nothing but the finner’s final impenitence excludes him from 
heaven. . R—r. 








ANECDOTES. 


ON CARD PLAYING. 

(From Memoirs of Public Characters for 1799.) 
LTHOUGH Maj. Cartwright has been married nearly 
twenty. years, he has never yet poffefled fuch a piece of 

furniture as a card-table. His rejeétion of cards is not accom- 

panied 

* By action, act, &c. are meant only moral exercises without includ- 

ing the external condict. - This is estimated not by its tendency, but 

by the exercises’ from which it originated. -There is no moral good oi 
evil init, only as it is connected with the heart. 
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anied with any thing cynical, but from feeing and knowing 
the ill effects, of habit. He was particularly pleafed with a 
paflage in a fermon of his friend, George Walker, obferving, 
that “‘ cards were invented for the amufement of a royal idiot, 
and they bid fair to make idiots of us all”? He was alfo much 
diverted with an infane nobleman he once fat down with to 
cards, in company with the relation who had the care of him. 
My lord played very gravely until tired, which happening to be 
in the middle of a deal, he threw down his cards, and took his 
walk; and this the Major frequently calls the moft rational 
game at cards he ever played. 


. ON DANCING. 

THE Rev. Mr. Clap, formerly a minifter in Newport, R. I. 
being afked by one of his church, whether he thought it con- 
fiftent for profeflors of religion to mix in /et dances, anfwered, 
“ T think that thofe out of Chriff can have no heart to dance ; and 
thofe in Chrifl will find enough elfe to do.” 

Another minilter being afked the fame queftion, anfwered, 
“Let me once be convinced that a man is ¢ruly religious, and { 
have no objection to his dancing all the time.” 
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ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED, at Essex, Vermont, on the 15th of August last, the 
Rev. Asaph Morgan. The Rev. James Parker made the introductory 
prayer; the Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. preached the sermon ; the Rev. 
Stephen Fuller made the ordaining prayer; the Rev. Benjamit 
Worcester gave the charge; the Rev. Jonathan Hovey gave the 
right hand of fellowship ; and the Rev. Leonard Worcester made the 
concluding prayer. 


INSTALLED, at Fairfield, Vermont, July 24th, the Rev. Benja- 
min Worcester. The Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell made the introductory 
prayer, and preached the sermon; the Rev. Mr. Graves made the 
prayer before the charge; the Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury gave the 
charge; the Rev. James Parker gave the right hand of fellowship ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Graves made the concluding prayer. 


ORDAINED, at Windham, N. H. tothe pastoral care of the Pres- 
byterian church in that place, the Rev. Samuel Harris. Introductory 
praver by Rev. Samuel Worcester of Salem; sermon, from 1 Cor. ii. 
2. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Fesus Christ 
and him crucified, by Rev. Seth Payson of Ringe ; ordainiug praver by 
Rev. Mr. Colby of Chester, N. H.; charge by Rev. Mr. Morrison of 
Londonderry ; right hand of fellowship by Rev. John Smith of Salem, 
N. H.; concluding prayer by Rev. Mr. Tomb of Newbury. 


DONATION. 
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From a Friend, - - Dolls. 160,08 
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